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structure

cr. https://www.tes.com/lessons/uR0JVKzTuVZ1IA/past-simple-versus-
past-continuous-9



4https://www.tes.com/lessons/X4G1bphke7wbxw/grammar-simple-past



5cr. http://dietplanreviews.info/goog/simple-past.html



6cr. https://www.tes.com/lessons/PkbI6IdvQI-eqQ/past-continuous-tense
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Cr. http://mariaciudadescolar.blogspot.com/p/early-childhood-
education.html
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Past simple & continuous 
tense
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Past Simple and Continuous

cr. http://k8schoollessons.com/past-continuous/
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Past Simple and Continuous

cr. https://www.slideshare.net/lovinglondon/past-simple-and-
past-continuous-15441600
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Past Simple and Continuous
● The most common use of the past continuous 

tense is to talk about something that was 
happen around a particular time in the past.
– What were you doing at 8 o’clock last night? I was 

watching television. (I started watching television 
before 8 o’clock and I continued watching it after 8 
o’clock.)

– In 1994 he was working in a small town in Poland.
– At 6 o’clock on Saturday morning we were 

traveling to the airport.

cr. https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/quick-
grammar/past-continuous-and-past-simple
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Past Simple and Continuous
● We often use the past continuous and the 

past simple tense together. When this 
happens, the past continuous describes a 
longer, ‘background’ action or situation and 
the past simple describes the action or 
events.
– When I woke up this morning it was raining and 

my father was singing in the kitchen.
– I was walking home, whisting happily, when I 

saw two masked men run out of the bank.
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Past Simple and Continuous

● Often, the ‘action’ described by the 
past simple tense interrupts the 
‘situation’ described by the past 
continuous tense.
– I broke my leg when I was skiing.
– I was playing a computer game when 

the doorbell rang.
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Past Simple and Continuous

● Notice that the past continuous 
describes ‘situation’ that go on for 
some time - ‘skiing’ and ‘playing’ but 
the past simple describes ‘actions’ 
that happen quickly - ‘broke’ and 
‘rang’.



15cr. http://www.myshared.ru/slide/1078808/
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● You (work)         as a waitress in a cocktail 
bar, when I (meet)       you.

● When I (walk)          into the room it was 
chaos! The dog (run)            around the 
room and the children (write)          on 
the walls.

● Excuse me sir. Can you tell us what you 
(do)            at 11 o’clock last night?

Exercise – past continuous 
and simple
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Exercise – past continuous 
and simple
● As soon as I (see)       the accident I 

(call)        the police.
● The day I (hear)        the news I 

(study)            for my exams.
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Answer – past continuous 
and simple
● You (work) were working as a waitress in 

a cocktail bar, when I (meet) met you.
● When I (walk) walked into the room it 

was chaos! The dog (run) was running 
around the room and the children 
(write) were writing on the walls.

● Excuse me sir. Can you tell us what you 
(do) were doing at 11 o’clock last night?
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Answer – past continuous 
and simple
● As soon as I (see) saw the accident I 

(call) called the police.
● The day I (hear) heard the news I 

(study) was studying for my exams.
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