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Future Perfect Tense

● The future perfect tense is used to 
describe an action that will have been 
completed at some point in the 
future. 

● It is often used with a time expression 
which identifies that point in the 
future.

cr. http://www.grammar-monster.com/glossary/future_perfect_tense.htm
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Forming the future perfect 
tense
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Examples of the future 
perfect tense
● By the time you arrive, we will have 

finished the meal and the speeches.
– “by the time you arrive” identifies the 

point in the future.

● I will have read every magazine in the 
waiting room before I see the dentist.
– The clause “before I see the dentist” 

identifies the point in the future.
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Examples – negative “will not 
have” + “[past participle”]
● By the time you arrive, we will not 

have finished the meal and the 
speeches.

● I will not have read every magazine 
in the waiting room before I see the 
dentist.
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Example - question

● Will you have finished the meal 
and the speeches by the time I 
arrive?

● Will you have read every magazine 
in the waiting room before you see 
the dentist?
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Function

● The future perfect tense refers to a 
completed action in the future. 

● When we use this tense we are projecting 
ourselves forward into the future and 
looking back at an action that will be 
complete some time later than now.

● It is most often used with a time 
expression.

cr. http://www.ef.com/english-resources/english-grammar/future-perfect/
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Examples

● I will have been here for six months on 
June 23rd.

● By the time you read this I will have left.
● You will have finished your report by 

this time next week.
● Won’t they have arrived by 5:00?
● Will you have eaten when I pick you up?
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Example sentences

● An action that will happen before 
another action in the future:
– Jack will have finished his homework 

by the time his mother gets home.
– She will have gotten ready by the time 

they leave the house.
– Laura will have cleaned out the 

apartment before she gives back the key.

cr. http://www.really-learn-english.com/examples-of-future-perfect-
tense.html
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Example sentences

● An action that will happen before a 
specific time in the future.
– By the time he graduates, he will have 

completed five years of study.
– The snow will have stopped by April.
– We are on vacation. So by the time we get 

back, we will have rested and relaxed.
– By next month, you will have received your 

promotion.
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Example sentences

● A state that will continue up to some 
time in the future. (It is usually used with 
states, not action)
– Next Monday we will have been married for 

ten years.
– Tomorrow Justin will have been single for a 

whole week.
– Luke will have been sick for two weeks 

tomorrow.
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positive

● By six pm. Tonight:
– I will (I’ll) have finished this book.
– You will have studied the English tense.
– She will have cooked dinner.
– He will have arrived
– We will have met Julie.
– It will have stopped raining.
– They will have left Japan.

cr. http://www.perfect-english-grammar.com/future-perfect.html
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negative

● By next week,
– I will not (won’t) have finished this book.
– You will not have studied the English tense.
– She will not have cooked dinner.
– He will not have arrived.
– We will not have met Julie.
– It will not have stopped raining.
– They will not have left Japan.
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Question (yes/no questions)
● By next year,

– Will I have finished writing this book?
– Will you have studied all the English verb tenses?
– Will she have graduated?
– Will he have got married?
– Will it have got colder?
– Will we have met your boyfriend?
– Will they have left their jobs?
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Wh questions
● When will I have finished writing this book?
● Why will you have studied all the English verb 

tense by tomorrow?
● When will she have been here three weeks?
● Why will he have got married before June?
● Why will it have got colder by May?
● How will we have met your boyfriend by tonight?
● When will they have left their jobs?
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