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Watch a video
● Writing the Introduction to Your Research Project
● Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c2owKSrK4TE

● How to write an Introduction
● Youtube: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EycoDPjVoQY&t=2s

● Introduction Paragraph
● Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4WDclqoGouY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c2owKSrK4TE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EycoDPjVoQY&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4WDclqoGouY
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Definition of the introduction

● The introduction leads the reader from a general 
subject area to a particular topic inquiry.

● It establishes to scope, context, and significance of 
the research being conducted by summarizing 
current understanding and background information 
about the topic,
– Stating the purpose of the work in the form of the 

research problem supported by a hypothesis or a set of 
questions

– Explaining briefly the methodological approach used to 
examine the research problem

cr. http://libguides.usc.edu/writingguide/introduction
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Definition of the introduction

– Highlighting the potential outcomes your 
study can reveal

– Outlining the remaining structure and 
organization of the paper.
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Importance of a good 
introduction
● Think of the introduction as a mental road 

map that must answer for the reader these 
four questions:
– What was I studying?
– Why was this topic important to investigate?
– What did we know about this topic before I did 

this study?
– How will this study advance new knowledge or 

new ways of understanding?
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Goals of a good introduction
● Ensure that your summarize prior studies about 

the topic in a manner that lays a foundation for 
understanding the research problem

● Explain how your study specifically addresses 
gaps in the literature, insufficient consideration 
of the topic, or other deficiency in the literature

● Note the broader theoretical, empirical, and/or 
policy contributions and implications of your 
research.
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Introducing the topic of the 
paper
● Announce your research topic

– You can start your introduction with a few 
sentences which announce the topic of your 
paper and give an indication of the kind of 
research questions you will be asking.

– The first few sentences should act as an 
indication of a broader problem which you will 
then focus in on more closely in the rest of 
your introduction, leading to your specific 
research questions.

cr. http://www.wikihow.com/Write-a-Research-
Introduction
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Announce your research 
topic
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Announce your research 
topic
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Introducing the topic of the 
paper
● Consider referring to key words

– You will be required to submit key words 
along with a series of key words which 
give a quick indication of the areas of 
research you are addressing.

– You may also have certain key words in 
your title which you want to establish 
and emphasised in your introduction.
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Introducing the topic of the 
paper
● Define any key terms or concepts

– It may be necessary for you to clarify any key 
terms or concepts early on in your 
introduction.

– You need to express yourself clearly 
throughout your paper 

– So, if you leave an unfamiliar therm or concept 
unexplained you risk your readers not having a 
clear understanding of you argument.
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Introducing the topic of the 
paper
● Introduce a brief literature review

– Depending on the overall length of your paper, it 
will be necessary to include a review of the 
existing literature already published in the field.

– This is an important element of your paper which 
demonstrates that you have a strong knowledge 
and understanding of the debates and 
scholarship in your area.

– You should aim to indicate that you have a broad 
knowledge.
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Introducing the topic of the 
paper

– It is important to be concise in the 
introduction, so provide an overview on 
recent developments in the primary 
research rather than a lengthy 
discussion.

– A strong literature review presents 
important background information to 
your own research and indicates the 
importance of the filed.
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Literature review
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Literature review
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Introducing the topic of the 
paper
● Use the literature to focus in on 

your contribution
– A comprehensive literature review can 

be a very effective way to frame your 
own research paper.
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Contributions 
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Introducing the topic of the 
paper
● State your research questions

– The research questions generally come 
towards the end of the introduction, and 
should be concise and closely focused.

– The research question might recall some of 
the key words established in the first few 
sentences and the title of your paper.

– A good research question should shape a 
problem into a testable hypothesis.
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Research question
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Introducing the topic of the 
paper
● Indicate your hypothesis

– After you have specified your research 
questions you need to give a clear and 
concise articulation of your hypothesis, or 
your thesis statement.

– This is a statement which indicates your 
essay will make a specific contribution 
and have a clear result rather than just 
covering a broader topic.
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Indicate hypothesis
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Introducing the topic of the 
paper
● Outline the structure of your 

paper
– In some cases the final part of an 

introduction to a research paper will be a 
few lines that provide an overview of the 
structure of the body of the paper.

– This is not always necessary.
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Paper outline
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example

● http://www.ai.rug.nl/~mrolarik/Publ
ications/EAAI2015/EAAI2015-45-2015-
1-s2.0-S0952197615001724-main.pdf

● http://www.ai.rug.nl/~mrolarik/Publ
ications/EANN2015/EANN2015-05170024
.pdf

● http://www.ai.rug.nl/~mrolarik/Public
ations/IEEESSCI-2015.pdf

●

http://www.ai.rug.nl/~mrolarik/Publications/EAAI2015/EAAI2015-45-2015-1-s2.0-S0952197615001724-main.pdf
http://www.ai.rug.nl/~mrolarik/Publications/EAAI2015/EAAI2015-45-2015-1-s2.0-S0952197615001724-main.pdf
http://www.ai.rug.nl/~mrolarik/Publications/EAAI2015/EAAI2015-45-2015-1-s2.0-S0952197615001724-main.pdf
http://www.ai.rug.nl/~mrolarik/Publications/EANN2015/EANN2015-05170024.pdf
http://www.ai.rug.nl/~mrolarik/Publications/EANN2015/EANN2015-05170024.pdf
http://www.ai.rug.nl/~mrolarik/Publications/EANN2015/EANN2015-05170024.pdf
http://www.ai.rug.nl/~mrolarik/Publications/IEEESSCI-2015.pdf
http://www.ai.rug.nl/~mrolarik/Publications/IEEESSCI-2015.pdf
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