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Watch a video

● Writing a conclusion
– Youtube: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VOU
HFzgev_8

– https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6od
CJyvaRdw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VOUHFzgev_8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VOUHFzgev_8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6odCJyvaRdw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6odCJyvaRdw
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The conclusion - definition
● The conclusion is intended to help the reader 

understand why your research should matter to them 
after they have finished reading the paper.

● A conclusion is not merely a summary of the main 
topics covered or a re-statement of your research 
problem, but a synthesis of key points and, if 
applicable, where you recommend new areas for 
future research.

● For most essays, one well-developed paragraph is 
sufficient for a conclusion, although in some cases, a 
two or three paragraph conclusion may be required.
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General rules

● The function of your paper’s conclusion is to 
restate the main argument. 
– It reminds the reader of the strengths of your 

main argument(s) and reiterates the most 
important evidence supporting those 
arguments(s).

– Do this by stating clearly the context, 
background, and necessity of pursing the 
research problem you investigated in relation to 
an issue or a gap found in the literature.
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When writing the conclusion 
to your paper
● Follow these general rules:

– State your conclusions in clear, simple 
language.

– Do not simply reiterate your results or the 
discussion of your results.

– Provide a synthesis of arguments presented 
in the paper to show how these converge to 
address the research problem and the 
overall objectives of your study.
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When writing the conclusion 
to your paper

– Indicate opportunities for future research 
if you haven’t already done in the 
discussion section of your paper.

– Highlighting the need for further 
research provides the reader with 
evidence that you have an in-depth 
awareness of the research problem.
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Consider the following 
points 
● to help ensure your conclusion is presented 

well.
– If the argument or purpose of your paper is 

complex, you may need to summarize the 
argument for your reader.

– If, prior to your conclusion, you have not yet 
explained the significance of your findings or if 
you are proceeding inductively, use the end of 
your paper to describe your main points and 
explain their significance.
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Consider the following 
points 

– Move from a detailed to a general level 
of consideration that returns the topic to 
the context provided by the introduction 
or within a new context that emerges 
from the data.
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Reference

● http://libguides.usc.edu/writingguide/
conclusion

http://libguides.usc.edu/writingguide/conclusion
http://libguides.usc.edu/writingguide/conclusion
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